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Induction Information 
 
The following booklet includes information for S3 and S4 pupils undertaking Art and Design at 
National 4 & 5 level.  The information within this booklet will clearly define all aspects of this 
course. 
 
The National 4 & 5 Course will enable you to: 
 
Experience Art & Design in a broad, investigative and practical way.  Being creative is an 
important part of the process.  Throughout the course, you will develop creativity, 
perseverance, independence and resilience and an ability to critically appreciate aesthetic and 
cultural values, identities and ideas.  You will develop knowledge of Art & Design practice by 
studying artists and designers and their work.  You will also develop an understanding of 
expressive and design processes and accumulate and use a selection of creative skills. 
 
You will be inspired and creatively challenged through your work. 
 
Course Structure 

 
 Expressive Portfolio   
 Design Portfolio 
 Question Paper (National 5 only) 

 
 

 
 

 



National 5 Art and Design Course Content 2019/20 
 
EXPRESSIVE PORTFOLIO 
 

This part of the course helps candidates plan, and develop creative expressive work in 
response to a theme/stimulus.  Candidates develop knowledge and understanding of artists’ 
working practices and the social, cultural, and other influences affecting their work and 
practice.   
 
Pupils will select a theme/stimulus and produce 2D/3D analytical drawings, studies and 
investigative research, and use this to produce a single line of development leading to a final 
piece.  Candidates reflect on and evaluate their creative process and the visual qualities of 
their work. 
 
Course Assessment: Externally Assessed (A-D) 
 
The EXPRESSIVE PORTFOLIO assesses the candidates ability to: 
 

 produce relevant investigative research appropriate to an agreed theme/stimulus 
 produce a single line of development showing visual continuity with the investigative 

research 
 demonstrate the refinement and realisation of the single line of development, leading 

to a final piece 
 use a selection of materials, techniques and/or technology 
 use the visual elements and expressive effects in response to the agreed 

theme/stimulus 
 express justified personal opinions on their decisions and the effectiveness of the 

expressive qualities of their portfolio. 
 
 

DESIGN PORTFOLIO 
 

This part of the course helps candidates plan, and develop creative design work in response to 
a theme/stimulus.  Candidates develop knowledge and understanding of designers’ working 
practices and the social, cultural, and other influences affecting their work and practice.   
 
Pupils will select a design brief and compile a variety of 2D/3D investigative material and 
market research, and use this to produce a single line of development leading to a design 
solution.  Candidates reflect on and evaluate their creative process and the aesthetic and 
functional qualities of their work. 
 
 



Course Assessment: Externally Assessed (A-D) 
The DESIGN PORTFOLIO assesses the candidates ability to: 
 

 produce  and compile investigative material and market research appropriate to the 
agreed design brief/design area 

 produce a single line of development showing visual continuity with the investigative 
material and market research 

 demonstrate the refinement and realisation of the single line of development, leading 
to a design solution 

 use a selection of materials, techniques and/or technology for creative effect 
 demonstrate an understanding of design elements in response to the agreed design 

brief requirements 
 express justified personal opinions on their decisions and the effectiveness of the design 

qualities of their portfolio. 
 
The portfolio is worth 200 marks and will contribute 80% of the overall course.  
 
Expressive Portfolio: 
Process 
Skills 
Evaluation 

Marks:                      
40                                                                    
50 
10 

 Total Expressive : 100 marks 
Design Portfolio: 
Process 
Skills 
Evaluation 

Marks:                                                   
40 
50                                                                      
10 

 Total Design: 100 marks 
 

QUESTION PAPER 
 

The question paper tests your knowledge and understanding of visual artists, designers and 
their practice.  In S4 you will sit a Prelim in November and the SQA exam in May. 
 
The question paper is worth 50 marks, and contributes to 20% of the overall course.  The exam 
is 1 hour and 30 minutes. 
 
Expressive Art Studies: 25 marks 
Design Studies: 25 marks 

 
 
 



NATIONAL 4 
 

The level at which you are presented at will very much depend on meeting the Assessment 
Standards at National 5 level.  If these standards are not met you will be presented at National 
4.  The main differences are: 
 

 There is no written exam. 
 Work is internally assessed. 
 Assessment is on a pass/fail basis. 
 Work will be levelled at SCQF Level 4 rather than 5. 

 
Changes to the level of study will take place depending on assessments made by your teacher 
through the course of the year.  You will be given regular feedback through discussions with 
your teacher and in the written reports on your work throughout the year to let you know how 
you are progressing.  This feedback will help you to improve the quality of your work, and to 
remind you of all practical and written course deadlines. 
 
So….what does all this look like? 
 

Looking at the works of Artists and Designers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Expressive Portfolio – Course Assessment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Design Portfolio Course Assessment 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Further Requirements 
 

 To achieve the best possible outcome and to ensure deadlines are met comfortably you 
should be completing work regularly at home.  Homework may not be formally set on a 
weekly basis but you are expected to be pro-active in ensuring you are progressing and 
spend at least 2 hours on either written or practical tasks.  Don’t see this as a chore, 
enjoy your art work! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Other Top Tips! 
 

 Take advantage of the Art Department which is available to use at lunchtimes and after 
school by arrangement with your teacher. 

 Materials and equipment can be taken home, speak to your art teacher. 
 

Good luck and enjoy your art! 

Top Tips for Success by 2018/2019 S4 Pupils 
 

 “Using the Art Department a couple of times a week at 
lunch on a regular basis meant I could finish things started 
in class and ask my teacher for advice.” 

 “Attending Supported Study really helped me complete 
everything without rushing at the end!” 

 “Do your written work corrections as soon as you get it back 
and hand in the homework on time!” 

 “Try and think ahead so you don’t waste time sitting about! 
(themes, developments, etc.)” 

 “Start your final design piece as soon as possible because it 
takes longer than you think.” 
 


