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Course Update

Extending the question paper will allow more skills, 
knowledge and understanding to be sampled 

following the removal of units and unit assessments 
from the course. 

This mirrors the changes to National 5 Graphic 
Communication that were implemented in 2017/18



Assessment Arrangements

Assessment Total 
Marks

Value Marking

Assignment 50 
(20 less)

36% External

Question 
paper

90
(20 more)

64% External

Question paper time extended by 30 minutes (2 Hours, 30 minutes)



Course Timeline
•Nov / Dec 2018 – Supported Study

•Jan 2019 – Prelim (Date TBC)

•Late Jan 2019 – Assignment published by SQA

•Feb 2019 – Pupils complete Assignment

•Feb / Mar/ Apr – Supported Study Sessions (exact 

number TBC)

•May 2019 –SQA Exam (21/05/2019)



Assignment

A design brief will be provided by the SQA 

The assignment will assess the skills and knowledge 
the pupils have acquired during the course. The 

assignment covers three key areas: 

• Preliminary graphics (5-15 marks)
• Production graphics (10-25 marks)
• Promotional graphics (10-25 marks)



Assignment



Assignment pitfalls

•Time management (8 hours – 12 periods)

•No teacher input or help 

•Pupils to work under exam conditions

•Pupils not planning time effectively and missing 

out large parts of tasks. 



Question Paper



Question paper pitfalls

• Not writing enough detail 
(Especially with CAD Questions, assume marker knows nothing)

• Pupils not taking note of key words or indicators

• Pupils not taking note of allocated marks per 
question



Preparation and Support

• Encourage supported study or lunch time drop in

•Encourage pupils to check GLOW regularly for uploads / 

announcements  

• Ask pupils if they have any homework, course work or 

deadlines due

• Ask about the DTP techniques used on every day items 

such as billboards and packaging 

•Bright Red Course Notes 



GLOW
Revision material will be uploaded to Microsoft 

Teams as well as handing out physical copies 

meaning resources can be accessed anywhere, 

anytime.



Resources

SQA Website -
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47929.html


