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HIGHER MUSIC
COURSE WARNING

WARNING – This is a short course 
and 65% of the grade will be 

completed by end of February. 
YOU MUST 

START NOW AND CONTINUE TO 
WORK OVER THE SUMMER 

HOLIDAYS 

WARNING – This is a short course 
and 65% of the grade will be 

completed by end of February. 
YOU MUST 

START NOW AND CONTINUE TO 
WORK OVER THE SUMMER 

HOLIDAYS 



Course Assessment
4 Components

Component Marks Scaled 
Mark

Duration

Component 1;
Question Paper

40 35 45

Component 2;
Assignment

30 15

Component 3;
Performing

Instrument 1

30 25

Component 4;
Performing

Instrument 2

30 25

Finished 
by End 
of Feb

Finished 
by End 
of Feb



Component 1
Question Paper

Understanding Music
Demonstrate an understanding 
of specific N4, N5 and new H
musical concepts in the 
categories of Style, 
Melody/Harmony, 
Timbre/Dynamics, Structure and 
Rhythm

Demonstrate an understanding 
of musical literacy

Maintain a Concept Glossary 
through traffic lighting and 
describing specific concepts 
covered both in class and at 
home using www.ataea.co.uk

memorisememorise

reciterecite

identifyidentify

describedescribe

give examplesgive examples

Deep
Understanding

Deep
Understanding

35 
marks

35 
marks



S4 Higher Deadline 1

Revise all N4 and N5 Musical 
concepts and be prepared to sit 
a N5 Question Paper in August 
(First week back). 

Demonstrate an understanding 
of musical literacy for N5 level

Maintain a Concept Glossary 
through traffic lighting and 
describing specific concepts 
covered both in class and at 
home using www.ataea.co.uk

memorisememorise

reciterecite

identifyidentify

describedescribe

give examplesgive examples

Deep
Understanding

Deep
Understanding



Musical Concepts



Literacy



• Compose one piece of music lasting between a 
minimum of 1 minute and a maximum of 3 
minutes 30 seconds. Complete by Christmas!

Component 2
Assignment

Composing

15
marks

15
marks





Composing – Deadline 1

Deadline 1 – End June

Create an original idea and begin to develop 
(Chord Progression/Melody/Rhythm)

Ensure it meets criteria for Higher Level





Composing review –
10 marks

Candidates must keep a diary which will track 
decisions made and progress of composition. 

This will be completed digitally. 



Composing Review –
Deadline 1

Deadline 1 – End June

Create a digital diary and begin to record any 
decisions made and explain any exploration or 
experimentation that takes place.



Candidate Evidence



SQA Marking guidelines -
Composing



SQA Marking guidelines -
Review



• Perform in regular class concerts with a final prelim 
in January and a final exam from February 15th

Demonstrate a good practice regime

Practise as if you are the worst, perform as if “Practise as if you are the worst, perform as if 
you are the best!

Higher
12 minutes

Min 4 min on 
instr 2

Component 3 and 4
Performing on 2 Instruments

50 
marks

50 
marks



Performing – Deadline 1

Deadline 1 – Before or by End August

Prepare and perform 1 piece on each instrument 
at Grade 4 Level

Perform to class and receive a grade/10 for each 
piece



Performing – Deadline 2

Deadline 2 – Before or by end October

Prepare and perform 2 pieces on each 
instrument at Grade 4 Level

Perform to class and receive a grade/10 for each 
piece



Performing Prelim –
Deadline 3

Deadline 3 – Performing Prelim - January

Prepare and perform 12 minutes of music on 
both instruments (min 4 min on Instr 2)

Perform to examiner and receive a grade/10 for 
each piece



First Orchestra – Wednesday After School

Wind Band– Wednesday lunch

Senior Choir – Tuesday lunch

School Show Band– Thursday After School



Music Department

Class Rules



Class Rules in Music
• Arrive on time

• Line up quietly outside class

• Remove chewing gum 

• Remove non uniform items of clothing

• Listen to the person who is talking

• Treat everyone with Respect

• Observe the Magic Arm

• Return all resources to allocated place

• Place chairs under table before leaving



What happens if I break a 
class rule?

Private warning by teacher outside of class

Punishment Exercise 1

Punishment Exercise 2

Referral to Mrs Reilly who will do one or all of the following;

 Withdrawal from performing to complete a Behaviour 
Reflection Activity Sheet 

 Place on Conduct Card

 Inform Guidance Teacher/Year Head 

 Contact Parent







National 4/5 Music
Induction


