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N5 MUSIC
COURSE WARNING

WARNING – This is a short course 
and 65% of the grade will be 

completed by end of February. 
YOU MUST 

START NOW AND CONTINUE TO 
WORK OVER THE SUMMER 

HOLIDAYS 

WARNING – This is a short course 
and 65% of the grade will be 

completed by end of February. 
YOU MUST 

START NOW AND CONTINUE TO 
WORK OVER THE SUMMER 

HOLIDAYS 



Course Assessment
4 Components

Component Marks Scaled 
Mark

Duration

Component 1;
Question Paper

40 35 45

Component 2;
Assignment

30 15

Component 3;
Performing

Instrument 1

30 25

Component 4;
Performing

Instrument 2

30 25

Finished 
by End 
of Feb

Finished 
by End 
of Feb



Component 1
Question Paper

Understanding Music
Demonstrate an understanding 
of specific N4 and N5 musical 
concepts in the categories of 
Style, Melody/Harmony, 
Timbre/Dynamics, Structure and 
Rhythm

Demonstrate an understanding 
of musical literacy

Maintain a Concept Glossary 
through traffic lighting and 
describing specific concepts 
covered both in class and at 
home using www.ataea.co.uk

memorisememorise

reciterecite

identifyidentify

describedescribe

give examplesgive examples

Deep
Understanding

Deep
Understanding

35 
marks

35 
marks

S4H - know EVERY N3/4/5 concept prior to 
starting

course in August

S4H - know EVERY N3/4/5 concept prior to 
starting

course in August











Musical Concepts – S4 Higher
Every N3/4/5 concept and the following

Any pupil who continues with S4 Higher must pass a question paper at 
N5 level demonstrating an understanding of all N3/4/5 concepts

Any pupil who continues with S4 Higher must pass a question paper at 
N5 level demonstrating an understanding of all N3/4/5 concepts



Literacy – S4 Higher
All N3/4/5 Literacy and the following

Any pupil who continues with S4 Higher must demonstrate a clear 
understanding of the literacy concepts for N3/4/5

Any pupil who continues with S4 Higher must demonstrate a clear 
understanding of the literacy concepts for N3/4/5



Component 2
Assignment – Composition

15
marks

15
marksN5N5



Composing – S4 Higher 
20 marks

• compose one piece of music lasting between a 
minimum of 1 minute and a maximum of 3 
minutes 30 seconds. Complete by Christmas!

Higher Higher 

Any pupil who continues with S4 Higher must demonstrate a clear 
understanding of the relationship between melody and harmony 

Any pupil who continues with S4 Higher must demonstrate a clear 
understanding of the relationship between melody and harmony 



Composing – Deadline 1

Deadline 1 – End June

Create an original idea and begin to develop 
(Chord Progression/Melody/Rhythm)

Ensure it meets criteria for N5 Level (See next 
slide)







Composing Final 
Deadline – 18th Dec



SQA Marking Guidelines
Composing



SQA Marking Guidelines
Review



Performing 
Instrument 1 and 2
Component 3 and 4

Perform an 8 minute programme of music on 2 
instruments at national 5/grade 3 level. Min 2 
minutes on 2nd instrument. 

Perform in regular class concerts with a final prelim 
on Friday November 17th

Demonstrate a good practise regime and ability to 
work independently

Attend appropriate musical ensemble/s to enhance 
performing skills

Practise as if you are the worst, “Practise as if you are the worst, 
perform as if you are the best!

Final Exam in FebruaryFinal Exam in February

50 
marks

50 
marks

S4 H – 12 minutes 
with minimum 4 
min on Instr 2 at 

Grade 4

S4 H – 12 minutes 
with minimum 4 
min on Instr 2 at 

Grade 4





First Orchestra – Wednesday After School

Wind Band– Wednesday lunch

Senior Choir – Tuesday lunch

School Show Band– Thursday After School



National 5 Music
Family Learning Evening


